
 

 

WSEA President  

Benjamin Braden 
816 33rd Street 

Anacortes, WA 98221 

 206-856-1580 

benjaminbraden@live.com 

To: State Sponsor, State Sponsor Emeritus, State Special Deputy, Executive Committee, 
Financial Trustees, State Officers, State Committee Chairmen, Past State Presidents, WA State 
Lodge’s, Officers, and Members 

Subject: October Quarterly Meeting 2026 

Our October Quarterly Business Meetings will be held at the Oak Harbor Elks Lodge #2362 on Saturday, 
October 17th, 2026.  The tentative schedule is as follows: 

Specific Agendas are available on the State Website (waelks.org) within the Conventions and 
Quarterlies page (https://waelks.org/conventionsandquarterlies/) 

The Oak Harbor Elks Lodge #2362 is excited to welcome everyone to beautiful Whidbey Island for 
the 2026 Washington State Elks Fall Quarterly Meeting & Celebration on October 16–17, 2026.  

The lodge will be open their normal hours on Friday and will have a regular lodge dinner of chicken 
fried steak available, no rsvp needed but always appreciated (360-675-7111). Dinner will be followed 
by Karaoke put on by lodge phenom Davey Barber.   

Saturday morning the lodge will open early for executive board meetings and by 11:30a will have a 
soup/salad/sandwich lunch available for purchase while the state business meetings kick off.  

During the day Saturday there will be a scavenger hunt throughout town incorporating many of the 
local businesses – more information on that event will be available on our state website or in person 
at the lodge Friday or Saturday. 

Saturday evenings event will be different than in the past.  Rather than gathering solely for 
Association business, we are opening our doors and inviting community leaders whose service, 
leadership, and commitment to the people of Washington mirror the values we strive to uphold. They 
will be invited because of the important role they play in our community and because we believe 
meaningful partnerships begin with conversation and understanding. 

During the evening, we will enjoy dinner alongside civic, government, and military leaders from across 
the Island and Skagit County areas, as well as Elks members from throughout Washington. Those 
attending will hear stories about several of our charitable programs and witness the recognition of 
lodges and individuals whose dedication has strengthened communities throughout our state. 

This event is not a fundraiser, nor is it intended to advance any political or organizational agenda. It is 
simply a celebration of community service, volunteerism, and partnerships that make Washington 
stronger. 

Lodge Opens for Business 3:00 PM Friday, October 16 

Lodge Dinner Special 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM  Friday, October 16 

Lodge Karaoke 7:00 PM to Close Friday, October 16 

Executive Board Pre-Meetings 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM Saturday, October 17 

Lodge Lunch Available 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM Saturday, October 17 

Executive Board Meetings 9:00 AM to 11:30 AM Saturday, October 17 

Financial Trustees 11:30 AM to 12:00 PM Saturday, October 17 

Washington State Elks Association 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM Saturday, October 17 

Washington State Charitable Trust 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM Saturday, October 17 

Washington State Therapy Program 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM Saturday, October 17 

Celebration Dinner Social Hour 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM Saturday, October 17 

Celebration Dinner Event 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM Saturday, October 17 

https://waelks.org/conventionsandquarterlies/


 

 

Our plan is to end the evening with everyone knowing who Washington Elks are, what we do, and the 
difference our local lodges make every day. We also hope those invited VIP’s will think about the 
challenges and opportunities facing our communities and explore ways we can work together in 
service to our neighbors, then reach out and challenge the Elks to help. 

Celebration Dinner (Pre-Purchase Online) 

$30ea person and available for purchase online through our state website (waelks.org) linked on 
our Conventions & Quarterlies page (waelks.org/conventionsandquarterlies/). 

Buffet style dinner featuring Whidbey Islands famous Oak Harbor Elks rustic braised beef roast 
and champagne chicken options with plenty of sides to fill your plate. 

Attire 

Below is the attire expected from the WSEA Officers and Committees in attendance.  Similar 
lodge or business attire would be expected for those attending that are not required to wear or do 
not have the state clothing mentioned for each day.   

• Friday attire at the lodge is State Casual, please wear red in support of our deployed troops 

• Saturday business meeting attire is Washington Elks State Uniform 

• Saturday evening celebration dinner attire is Semi-Formal.  Attire that includes suit jacket 
and tie for men, a cocktail dress or slacks with dressy blouse and dressy shoes for women. 

Our WSEA uniform dress code policy (describing what State Casual means for example) can be 
found on our state website (waelks.org) in our policies, procedures and manuals section 
(waelks.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/WSEA-Uniform-Dress-Code-Policy.pdf) 

Lodging Recommendations 

Onsite lodging: 
RV spaces are available at the Oak Harbor Elks Lodge. Please call the lodge for 
availability. (360) 675-7111. 8ea RV spots with power and water are available. 

Offsite lodging:  
Candlewood Suite (by IHG) - WSEA President Hotel Location 
33221 State Rte 20, Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-279-2222 

Best Western Plus 
33175 State Rte 20, Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-679-4567 

Coachman Inn 
32959 State Rte 20, Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
360-675-0727 

Questions? 

Oak Harbor Elks Lodge #2362 
Phone: (360) 675-7111 
Email: ohelks@gmail.com 

We Can't Wait to See You in Oak Harbor! 

The Fall Quarterly Meeting is about more than conducting business, it's about 
strengthening friendships, sharing ideas, celebrating accomplishments, and continuing our 
commitment to our communities.  

Purchase Dinner Tickets Official Quarterly Website 

Together with Purpose, 

 
  Benjamin Braden 
  President Washington State Elks Association   
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